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Subject: H R. 946, Graton Rancheria Restoration Act

H.R. 946, now being considered in the 106™ Congress, 1* Session, is the same bill as HR. 4434,
“A Bill to restore Federal recognition to the Indians of the Graton Rancheria of California.” H.R.
4434 was introduced in the 105%™ Congress, Second Session. Since no changes have occurred,
our comments for the H R 4434 are applicable to HR. 946.

Thus office provided comments on H.R. 4434 on September 8, 1998, and we enclose a copy of
these comments. In our previous comments on H.R. 4434, we stated that “we would generally
support a tribe requesting restoration of Federal recognition when there is documentation to show
that the group is significantly tied to the terminated tribe.” We further stated that “we have not
seen any such evidence in regards to the Graton Rancheria and therefore cannot recommend
support of this bill at this time.”

In relation to H.R. 946, however, we would like to further comment that we would like the
‘opportunity to review such evidence in order to make further recommendations.
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