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Stop the Casino 101 Coalition
Representing the Peap/e o][Marin County & Sonoma County, Ca/ifomia
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January 17, 2006

Mr. Brad Mehaffy

NEPA Compliance Officer

Nationa Indian Gaming Commisson
1441L Streg NW, 9th FHoor
Washington, DC 20005

re. Emergency Supplemental Information-DEIS,
Graton Rancheria Casino/Resort Project,
Weather Emergency Event Impactsupon Project Site

Dea Mr. Mehaffy:

This letter shall serve to confirm documentation previously submitted during the Scoping period
that referenced and documented significant floodplain and water runoff issues at the projed site,
and the faa that recent weaher events of Decanber 30 to December 31, 2005 verify all
previous documentation submitted, and indeed, indicate that concerns are even more serious than
initially believed.

The recent weaher event that produced wide-spreal flooding throughout Sonoma County is not
an anomaly: significant rain events have occurred in this areawith smilar or worse dfeds than
that of the New Yea’s Eve event. Infad, the projed ste suffered similar eventsin 198283,
1986 1993 199596, and 1997 Indead, ac@rding to Brenda Adelman, Acting Diredor of the
Russan River Watershed Protedion Committeg this last event of Decamber 30 to December 31,
2005 had “lessrainfall, but produced more flooding” than previous, significant events.
Suspeded reasons for this are increased development, espedally on flood plains, and ground
subsidence due to over-pumping of the aquifer there. (The caino footprint Siteislocated over a
cone of depresson in this ssme ayuifer).

The projed gite, including the footprint site, was under one to four fed of water aaossthe ettire
235aaesthat extend from Labath Avenue to Stony Point Road. The Parson’s gudy (included),
prepared for the City of Rohnert Park on the NorthWest Spedfic Plan, and other sources have
clealy identified the projed’ s footprint site & “wetlands, flood pains, recharge 2ones, riparian
aress, open space and native habitats’. Furthermore, proposed “fixes’, including engineered
channels, areindired conflict with State of California public policy pertaining to riparian
conservation, asis development on the flood plain of Rohrert Park’s creeks confluence which is
locaed on the caino site. Such “fixes’” would only jeopardize the cmmunities upstrean and
downstream by increasing the rate of flow of flood waters and by eliminating Nature's “fix”, the
flood pain.



The Tribe's plans to build atwo to ten aae sewage treagment plant on that portion of the
property (currently zoned as Community Separator) only a few hundred yards away from poses
the samerisk for flooding of that plant aswas e at the Llano Road Sewage Treament plant on
New Yea’s Eve (seeincluded memo from the Santa Rosa Board of Public Utilities dated January
1, 2005included). Neither will the tribe’s alternate plan to hook upto Rohnert Park’s g/stem
work: Rohrert Park’s City Enginea has already stated publicly that the City ladks the cgadty.

Infad, Rohrert Park, is arealy strugding to find somewhere to put the dfluent creaed by yeas
of changes to the City’s General Plan that have resulted in more development than the locd
sewage fadlities can handle. ( Seeincluded news article “Sarta Rosa weighs mandaory dfluent
inirrigation” , the PressDemocrat, January 14, 200§ Adding another ‘city” of 15000+ patrons
and employees per day to the region’s already overburdened resources and fadlities would place
an undue burden on locd government and residents, and creae an untenable situation that would
pose athrea to public hedth and safety.

The projed is, in light of the recent weaher event as well as the site’s historicd flooding and the
locd situation with regard to disposal of sewage dfluent and solids, is certainly “fatally flawed”.
Infad, the projead isfatally flawed in no fewer than five significant areas. In fairnessto the
applicant and investors, it would seam appropriate that the DEIS projed be suspended for ladk of
an environmentally sound and appropriate site, and that the goplicant should be encouraged to
seled an aternative site other than those previously identified by the tribe in the October 19,
2005 Scoping Heaing that are located on or adjacent to, the arrent projed site. Inthe dsence
of the goplicant’s sledion of an dternative site, the BIA should suspend the projed and process
now, to avoid future mststo the gplicant, and future risks of liahility and hamto Sonona
Couny residents, andthe expeded, resultant liti gation.

| look forward to your prompt response. Should you have ay questions, please fed freeto
contad me. My personal contad information is siown below.

Very truly yours,

Reverend Chip Worthington
Pastor, Rohnert Park Assembly of God Church

CW/mtm
cc Ms. AndreaHoch, Office of the Governor
Bcc
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